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with Clyde i. Wheeler 
by 
F'rederick R. Sayre 
r 
Clyde L. Wheeler 
FS: What were you doing before the war? 
CW: Well, I was drafted. I was in college at Fairmont 
State. I went into the army August 1942. 
FS: When you were drafted? 
CW: Uh, huh, I was drafted. 
FS: You were in college, did it stop you from graduating 
from college? 
CW: No, when I came back it just gave me the G.Io Bill 
to go to school on. 
FS: Well, okay, how did you feel about being drafted? 
CW: Well everyone else was being drafted so I felt I 
should go the same as the rest of them.. No one else 
was being deferred then as far as college students. 
FS: Okay, but did you go with alot of your friends? 
CW: Yeah, there was alot of friends here around my home 
that left. 
FS: They were with you in the same unit? 
CW: No, there wasn't anyone in the same unit I was in. 
FS: You were in the army? 
CW: I was in the army at Fort Knox, Kentucky. I took my 
basic training at Camp Maxi hear Galveston, Texas. 
FS: Did you have any special training? 
CW: No, I was in anti-aircraft and I was in o.c.s. After 
a while I was rejected because I was color blind. 
FS: Good enough to be in the infantry though you left, 
when did you leave? 
CW: Then from there we were shipped to Seattle, Washington 
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before departure . That's where I got lucky . We 
were r eady to move out the nex t day . We didn't, 
we r e in the Pacific and I was on K. P . that morning . 
I had a little sore throat so I went to see the 
medics . They put me in the hospital for one day and 
that day my outfit shipped out to the Pacific somewhere . 
I turned in my gear and was shipped to Kodiak, Alaska , 
no action . 
FS : What was your unit then? 
CW : I don't recall , I was in the headquarter s battery 
as a truck driver . 
FS : Okay, do you know why they sent you to Alaska? 
CW : I was driving trucks, the main thing there was everything 
came in by ship, all our food and coal and lumber, so 
we were constantly hauling supplies from the docks . 
FS : Now, what kind of truck were you driving? 
CW : I t was a p r ime mover we called it . It was a big truck 
that you moved the guns with and I hauled some bombs 
there, they did have some bombs there that they put 
there for the airport there, planes they used to fly 
them out farther into the Aleutians . 
FS : Were they fighting at that time in the Aleutians when 
you were there? 
CW : On out at Attu and Anchickia the Japanese had been 
there, but I believe when I arrived at Kodiak they 
had been cleared out . 
FS : Uh , well, uh, what was it like in Alaska? 
CW : Well, Kodiak is not as cold as alot of people feel 
because the Japanese current flows by there . Now I 
don't believe that it ever got down to zero . We had 
alot of snow, alot of rain , and wind . There were no 
trees of any height . They were jus t stunted o It 
was volcanic ash of the islands . Few animals , Kodiak 
bear , snowshoe rabbits, beavers , r avens . 
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FS: Well, uh, what else did you do in Alaska, I remember 
you telling about. 
CW: There wasn't anything to do, actually. We near the 
town of Kodiak, about 8 miles from there and, of 
course, people got a pass to go to town, everyone 
would go into town and get drunk. 
FS: (Laughs) oh boy. How were the prices up there? 
CW: Prices were terrific, uh, the only thing that was 
cheap was liquor. They sent it up there and they 
had a state store. They would soon run out, then 
they had the bars. Steaks, etc. were outrageous. 
I know when I landed there, uh, they were some men 
there working on the docks and they had been drafted 
into the army, citizens of course, and I don't recall 
seems like then they were making $100 a day which was 
unbelievable and they were crying the blues cause they 
were going to go into the army at $30 a month. 
FS: Huh, you mentioned something about playing cards 
up there. 
CW: We played cards, nothing else to do. Of course, being 
soldiers, alot of it was poker. Your money, you had 
nothing to spend it for. No stores or anything to go 
to. Alot of times people would get their checks and 
sit down and play until they won money or lost it all 
and wait till next month to get paid. 
FS: Okay, what happened after Kodiak? 
CW: Well, after Kodiak, after I was there approximately a 
year, we came back to the states and again I went to 
Texas. 
FS: How did you come back? 
CW: Came back by_ small freighter. There was only a couple 
hundred. We came down what they call the inland passage, 
along the coast of Canada and we turned in our Alaskan 
equipment at Prince Rupert, Canada. And there we got 
on the Canadian Railway, came down through the Canadian 
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Rockies to Seattle and I was sent from there to Texas 
again. 
FS: Do you have any idea why they pulled you off to Kodiak? 
CW: No, I think it was, well because the outfit as a whole 
had been there almost 2 years, because the National 
Guard went up there immediately when the war started. 
They had old guns their anti-aircraft were the old 
75's, and manually operated. Later on in Europe we 
had radar. I~ot all this furlough I had accumulated, 
60 days, and thought that I would be in the states 
permanently. Went back to Texas and there all of a 
sudden when The Battle of the Bulge in Europe and they 
needed men over there. My outfit, the anti-aircraft 
and many other soldiers or even persons in the airforce, 
some of them were thrown into the infantry and sent 
out again. 
FS: Okay, what was your rank in the army? 
CW: PFC truck driver. 
FS: And how did you get to Europe? 
CW: We were ready to go out on the desert and fire the guns. 
We got orders that we were being shipped out. So the 
next day by train we went to Camp Shanks, New York. 
FS: Across country, wasn't it? 
CW: Yes, there maybe a day or two and not over two days. 
We were loaded on the Queen Mary. Now they said there 
was 10,000 of us on board. I know Igot lost. It was 
about 6 or 7 stories high all the same. Of course, 
the Queen Mary, the fancy part, the swimming pools 
and all the ballrooms and all that were hanging full 
of hammocks, as many as they could stack in there. 
I recall how scared alot of us all were cause after 
we got out to sea a piece, we all got up on deck and 
we got to looking for our escort. We had heard of 
the convoyso All of us. We asked some of the sailors, 
where is our convoy? Where's our destroyers? It was 
r 
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explained to us that the Queen Mary went so fast 
that it was safer, no escorts. She zig- zagged and 
said that due to her speed that the convoy would 
slow down because with a convoy you have to go at 
the speed of the slowest vessel to stay together . 
So we crossed in 3 dayso And somewhere off Scotland 
we anchored, it was dark, in the evening and they put 
us on a train and the next morning we were on the 
channel in England. I didn't see any of England. 
FS: Went clear through it? 
CW: Went down through England that night. Next morning 
we were put on a vessel and crossed and landed in 
La Harve, France. Then we, as soon as we unloaded, 
we were put in boxcars, and now we had been put in 
the infantry and sent up to the front. At that time 
it seems to me like it was in near Brussels, Belgium 
in that area. I was in the front lines. 
FS: You were in what, the anti-aircraft? 
CW: No, I was in the infantry. I was in the infantry, I 
remember how cold it was, course the break through 
snow and we were sent up to the front. 
FS: You were in anti-aircraft before? 
CW: Yes. I was transferred out of the infantry after 
about 10 days into headquarters battery, 116th anti-
aircraft. 
FS: How did they set up their anti-aircraft? 
CW: Well there is 90 millimeters. We had 4 guns in each 
battery. We had 4 batteries and headquarters usually 
stayed in the center. Like Able and Baker batteries 
would be out front and there were two other batteries 
behind and then as we moved forward the two back 
batteries would move ahead and headquarters would 
stay in the center, now we supplied, there I was 
truck driver and what I hauled was 90 mm. ammunition 
and gasolineo We went through to Achen on the Rhine 
r 
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River. There we had a few boys killed unnecessarily, 
actually they were just sight seeing in the town, 
the Cathedral of Cologne. They got down on the river 
bank and there was a pocket of Germans. They had been 
bypassed quite a few soldiers I guess thousands. But 
at the time the Germans were rapidly retreating. There 
was not too much bombing or planes and they were down 
along the river bank and just got shot by snipers in 
the area. Another thing that was interesting in 
anti-aircraft. Sometimes we were put in anti-tank, 
some of our guns were put on the front lines temporarily, 
a day or two, for anti-tank because of the large shells 
of the 90 millimeters. 
FS: Now was that when the Germans were using the big 
Panzer tanks? 
CW : Uh, of course. Germans had the 88 that they used for 
everything. It was their anti-craft, it was their 
tank guns, uh, it was their 88 and we had a 90. 
FS: Did you ever see, you were in what, the 1st Army? 
CW: 1st Army. 
FS: Did you ever see any of the commanders? 
CW: No, I never saw Bradley. 
FS: Okay, what about the places you went through? 
CW: Most of them were really bombed out. Worst city I 
guess of all was Durin. Now I recall it was a town 
about the size of Parkersburg, 30,000 . There wasn't 
a single house standingo Everything was flattened. 
They went through it with tanks and just dozed a 
road through it. 
FS: What about France, how bad was France hit? 
CW: France was tore up but not as bad as Germany. Those 
cities in Germany, then of course the army. Uh, we 
always have complaints I remember Stolburg. One 
r 
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whole section of the city was destroyed, in the other 
end of the city there was a big steel factory. They 
claimed it was owned by U.S. I don't recall now the 
name they said. It seemed like no bombs hit it. 
FS: Well, what about the people? 
CW: Well the people, the French I didn't care that much 
for. I didn't think their homes and such were clean. 
The Germans were clean as pins, their homes, their 
street. Of course as far as Germans the only ones we 
seen were about all women and old men. There wasn't 
any young men in the town. Just women. We saw them 
working in the fields and so forth. All the young 
men were in the service. We didn't see any young men. 
FS: How about the other soldiers? How did they feel about 
the German people? 
CW: Well I think they felt the same way. They seemed to be 
polite and of course none of them liked Hitler, when 
you talked to them. They were all against him. Alot 
of them liked them better than the French. Cause 
they thought the French took advantage of the Americans 
after awhile, like prices, and so forth. When they 
got perfume and stuff to send home for practically 
nothing and they found out they could get money, well 
you paid three times the price of something. 
FS: In other words the soldiers liked the Germans? 
CW: I believe. 
FS: Okay, huh. 
CW: I did see Nordhausen, Germany, a concentration camp 
with alot of bodies that looked like they were starved. 
They were just fenced in this little town of Nordhausen. 
There must have been at least 50 bodies thereo They 
looked like they were starved to death. We gathered 
men we could and so forth, in the town, took a dozen, 
the tanks did, and made us a big trench and made some 
mass burials. They said they were political prisoners. 
i 
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People were Germans actually who were against Hitler. 
And it wasn't slave labor. 
FS: Did they know about this? 
CW: Well they had to ••• 
FS: You were in Germany at the end of the war,weren't you? 
CW: Yes, I was at the end of the war. 
FS: What did you do afterwards? 
CW: Well as soon as the war was over. Well most of them 
that were in the armies and so forth were on security 
and as truck drivers, we hauled slave labor back, 
people that had been brought into Germany to work in 
the factories, first we hauled alot of French who we 
hauled back I believe to a town of Minsk, that's 
where there was a R.R. connection. I was just in 
my own as a truck driver. They had these areas that 
they had collected them in, later on I hauled Russians, 
Czechs, Poles and so forth. I guess nationality to 
Liechess, Germany where we turned them over to the 
Russians. 
FS: What kind of conditions were they in? 
CW: Well they were clothed rather raggedy but they looked 
healthy and most of them had some loot in their old 
sacks or something ••• 
FS: How long were you in service? 
CW: 3 years and 4 months. Shipped back to the stateso I 
went through Marseilles, France and landed in New York. 
Came across on a troop carrier. 
FS: When you got to New York, how were you mustered out? 
CW: Well, we went to Fort George Meade in Maryland. There 
in a day or two we were discharged. 
r 
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FS: How did you feel about the war at that time? 
CW: Well, I wouldn't take anything for my experience. 
I wouldn't want it over again. I felt that everyone 
should serve. 
FS: After you went through the concentration camp o •• 
CW: Nordhausen. 
FS: I mean do you think that America was morally right 
to begin with? 
CW: Oh yes, I thought there was no way we could stay out 
of it. 
FS: In other words you think that it was our duty to be 
in it. 
CW: Yes, I think we should have been in it. We had to 
be, after we were attacked by the Japanese and Germany 
combined. 
FS: Would you serve again? 
CW: Yes, sometimes I feel maybe we get into wars we 
shouldn't be in, like Vietnamo But if our government 
is committed, I think a person should serve his country 
even though you don't agree with the cause. 
FS: When you got back, was your life really affected when 
you got back? 
CW: Well, not really. I continued college and we had good 
benefits, in other words I had the G.I 0 Bill, which 
made it possible for me to go back 2 years and get my 
degree in teaching. 
FS: In other words • 
CW: I used it to get my masters at Marshall. 
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It really didn't change it that mucho 
little longer, I would say, getting to 
getting an occupation. 
I was just a 
work and 
FS: What was it that you were saying about Berlin? 
CW: I found out that the Russians had not been paid for 
a number of years. They got paid the same money that 
we did, the works. And they said that cigarettes were 
at a premium. So I gathered up, I got a hold of 8 
cartons of cigarettes and I sold them to the Russians 
at $1.00 a carton. Likewise, I sold a camera for 3 
or $400. It was probably just a cheap one my wife 
had sent me. It got so bad there in Berlin, people 
stationed there in contact with the Russians that it 
came that you could not send more money home than you 
drew. In other words, soldiers were taking food from 
the American dumps and were selling it to the Russians. 
So the only way you could send more money home in the 
Berlin area was to get someone to swear that you won 
it in a poker game or a crap game from other soldiers. 
FS: You've done that before, haven't you? 
CW: Yes, I have played some poker in the army. But on the 
other hand, prices were high. Some members of the 82nd 
Airborne said that they charged you as much as the 
Russians there for whiskey and stuff, maybe $100 a 
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